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References and Links 
 

Today, there are numerous sources to consult 

before and during window restoration work. 
 

Before making any extensive window repairs, it is 

important to become familiar with several key articles 

that discuss some of the problems and solutions for 

repairing historic windows.  Among some of the best 

references currently available are the following: 

 

References 
 

- APT Bulletin: Journal of Preservation 

Technology:  What Replacement Windows 
Can’t Replace, Vol. 36:4, 2005, by Walter 

Sedovic and Jill H. Gotthelf 

 

- Heritage – the Magazine of the Heritage Canada 

Foundation. Articles by Susan Turner (Spring 

2006: Windows in Historic Buildings: 

Sustainable, Repairable); and by Craig Sims and 

Andrew Powter (Summer 2006: Repair or 

Replace Windows in Historic Buildings; Spring 

2007: Improving Thermal Performance of 

Historic Windows; Fall 2007: Maintenance and 

Repair of Historic Windows).  In this publication 

Canadian restoration specialists have contributed 

their expert knowledge in various popular 

articles. 

 

- Historic Wood Windows: A tip sheet from the 

National Trust for Historic Preservation. 

 

- reNEW: Saskatchewan Directory of 

Contractors for Historic Building 
Conservation, by The Publication Partnership, 

2008. Provides general repair and restoration 

information specific to Saskatchewan. 

 

- Preservation Brief # 9: The Repair of Historic 
Wooden Windows, by John M. Myers, National 

Parks Service, 1981 Discusses heritage 

evaluation, maintenance, basic conservation, 

weatherization and replacement. 

 

- Practical Restoration Reports:  Save Your 
Wood Windows, by John Leeke, 2005. These 

reports are aimed at homeowners, contractors 

and architects.  They are lavishly illustrated, 

provide costing information, offer helpful hints 

as well as specific directions, and include  

 

 

 

interim stabilization options when more detailed 

repair work or restoration is not immediately 

feasible. 
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Links 
 
In addition, a variety of websites may be consulted to 

address specific repair questions, or to find buildings 

with similar problems and how they were dealt with. 

 

- Architectural or Historical significance: 

http://www.oldhouseweb.com/how-to-

advice/architectural-or-historical-

significance.shtml 

 

- Window Concerns and Repairs: 

http://www.oldhouseweb.com/how-to-

advice/windows/ 

 

- National Trust for Historic Preservation (USA) – 

sustainability: 

http://www.preservationnation.org/issues/sustain

ability/ 

 

- Preservation Brief # 9: The Repair of Historic 

Wooden Windows, by John M. Myers, National 

Parks Service: 

http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/briefs/presbh

om.htm 

 

- Practical Restoration Reports, by John 

Leeke:http://historichomeworks.com/hhw/report

s/reports.htm 

 

- 137 Things Window Companies Won’t Tell You 

About Vinyl, Homeowners Defence League: 

2005, www.rbaphoenix.com/pdfs/vinyl.pdf 

 

- Washington State preservation guidelines: 

http://www.dahp.wa.gov/pages/HistoricSites/Wi

ndows.htm 

 

- The National Centre for Preservation 

Technology and Training’s report on a Vermont 

study of historic windows performance: 

http://www.ncptt.nps.gov/Product-

Catalog/Product.aspx?ProductID=1996-08 

 

- Article from Illinois on “The Real Cost of 

Removing Historic Windows: 

http://www.illinoishistory.gov/PS/images/replac

ement_windows.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- National Research Council of Canada’s article 

on Window Condensation in Historic Buildings 

that have been Adapted for New Uses, 1997: 

http://irc.nrc-cnrc.gc.ca/pubs/ctus/5_e.html 

 

- University of Victoria’s Report on “Operating 

Energy Reduction in Heritage Buildings” at the 

Emily Carr House, Victoria, B.C., 2007: 

http://www.tca.gov.bc.ca/heritage/docs/pdf/Ener

gyEfficiencyWindows.pdf 

 

- PVC Plastic:  A Looming Waste Crisis, 

Greenpeace Report: 

http://archive.greenpeace.org/comms/pvctoys/re

ports/loomingcontents.html 

 

- Various reports on PVC plastics from the 

European Commission on Environment: 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/pvc/index

.htm 

 

- “Irish Say no to PVC windows”, 2004 report in 

Building Design: The Architects Website: 

http://www.bdonline.co.uk/story.asp?storyType

=80&sectioncode=426&storyCode=3038313 

 

- Manitoba Culture, Heritage Tourism and Sport 

provides an excellent Architectural Style Guide 

and Glossary of window and other architectural 

terms.  Many of these apply equally throughout 

the prairie provinces.   An electronic copy is 

available at: 

http://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/hrb/pubs_list.html 

 

- The Association for Preservation Technology 

provides a number of technical publications and 

other useful information relating to historic 

building conservation: http://www.apti.org/ 

 

- The Heritage Canada Foundation website may 

be accessed at: 

http://www.heritagecanada.org/eng/main.html 

 

- The Architectural Heritage Society of 

Saskatchewan website may be accessed at: 

http://www.sahs.ca/ 
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Finding a Craftsperson 
 

Qualified window restoration craftspeople are 

hard to find in Saskatchewan, so out-of-province 

services might be an option that needs to be 

considered by historic building owners. 

 
While qualified craftspeople may be readily available in 

more populated regions of the country, there is a clear 

shortage of such talent in Saskatchewan.  However, as 

more historic buildings are rehabilitated and restored, the 

number of contractors, carpenters and other craftspeople 

who develop expertise in this field is growing.  In some  

instances property owners may seek out-of-province 

services as an option.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
A craftsperson who specializes in window repair and restoration can 

often perform basic work on site.  Where deterioration is too 

advanced, it may be necessary to remove the window and repair it in 

a workshop.  Lebret. 
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Funding Assistance  
 

 

 
 

 

 

The Saskatchewan Heritage Foundation is the 

primary agency that provides financial assistance 

to preserve and restore heritage buildings in our 

province. 
 

Owners of designated Municipal or Provincial Heritage 

Properties are eligible to apply for financial assistance to 

rehabilitate their historic buildings.  Activities such as 

window conservation can be funded up to 50% of the 

project costs.  Funding is retroactive only to the time 

when an application has been discussed with Foundation 

staff and written approval-in-principle issued to the 

prospective applicant. 

 

The deadlines for submitting an application are January 

15th and August 15th.  Funding decisions generally 

follow within 8 to 10 weeks. 

 

When dealing with applications relating to window 

work, the Foundation funds the following work: 

• repairs to original wood components 

• careful replication of original wood windows 

• metal-clad wood windows 

 

The Foundation does not fund the following: 

• PVC windows 

• any non-original material 

• PVC-clad wood windows 

 

For further clarification on what the Saskatchewan 

Heritage Foundation does and does not fund, please 

contact Foundation staff. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information on the Heritage Conservation 

Grant Program, contact: 

 

Suzanne Pambrun 

Grants & Finance Administrator 

Saskatchewan Heritage Foundation 

9
th
 floor – 1919 Saskatchewan Drive 

Regina, Saskatchewan     S4P 4H2 

 

Phone:  (306) 787-2105 

e-mail:   suzanne.pambrun@gov.sk.ca 

 

website:  http://www.tpcs.gov.sk.ca/SHF 
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