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W indow - This Conservation Bulletin is a resource guide for some of the most common 

issues surrounding  wood windows found in Saskatchewan heritage structures. It provides 

factual information to anyone considering replacing repairable wooden windows. 

 

Cover Photo - ROTUNDA SKYLIGHT, MOOSE JAW PUBLIC LIBRARY / Korvemaker 



3 

 

 

 

 

1. Introduction 

2. Window Performance 

3. Standards and Guidelines 

4. Conservation Treatment 

5. Environmental Considerations 

6. Links and References 

CONTENTS 

The Saskatchewan Heritage Foundation (SHF) is a Crown Corporation established by provincial 

legislation in 1991 to support heritage projects at the provincial and community level that seek to 

conserve, research, interpret, develop and promote Saskatchewan's diverse heritage resources. 

 

The Heritage Resources Branch of the Ministry of Tourism, Parks, Culture and Sport facilitates the 

protection and conservation of heritage resources in Saskatchewan through inventory, regulatory, 

research, and consultative programs and services under The Heritage Property Act.   

 

The Historic Places Initiative (HPI) - represents a collaboration of Canadaôs federal, provincial and 

territorial governments to: engage Canadians in the conservation of historic places; facilitate 

collaborations to build capacity and a credible and coherent heritage management system in Canada; 

and provide incentives to mobilize Canadian support of heritage conservation. 

http://www.publications.gov.sk.ca/details.cfm?p=558&cl=5
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C onserving Wood Windows - In this era of rapidly increasing disposable 

products, many people are not aware that wood windows are readily repairable.  

Due to extensive advertising by window producers and the difficulty of finding a 

craftsperson who can repair windows, these are often the first elements of a building to 

be thrown out and replaced with inferior products.  The arguments for disposing of 

repairable windows are not defensible. The needless disposal of reusable windows 

results in environmental damage, the waste of money and energy, and the loss of 

heritage conservation opportunities. 

 

Increasing awareness of unacceptable waste production and its negative effect on the 

environment is gradually filtering through our society.  The premature disposal of 

sound building products is a wasteful practice that should end, particularly for such 

highly visible items as historic windows.  The concept of reduce, reuse and recycle is 

just as applicable to the historic windows in your house or place of work as it is for 

other consumable products.  There are more effective, efficient, sustainable and 

heritage-friendly practical solutions in dealing with deteriorated or problematic historic 

windows. 

 

The purpose of this Conservation Bulletin is to identify some of the more common 

issues surrounding wood windows and provide factual information to anyone 

considering replacing repairable wooden windows.  

 

 
Court House, Prince Albert SK. - shown with the original white-framed wood windows (left) and the 

replacement black aluminum sealed units (right).  Neither the colour nor the new window design 

replicates the original, thereby giving the building a very sombre appearance. 
 

Gov. of Sask / Korvemaker (left) / Bisson (right) 

INTRODUCTION  
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Heritage Stewardship - Saskatchewanôs 

treasured architectural heritage is entrusted to 

us for safekeeping. Responsible stewardship 

means conserving our heritage buildings for 

the benefit and enjoyment of present and 

future generations.  This can best be achieved 

by practicing minimal change to a building 

and opting for repair well before replacement.  

The accepted conservation principle of 

ñminimum interventionò is the key to 

responsible stewardship, whether it deals with 

windows and doors, siding, roofing or 

constructing an addition to an historic 

building. 

Holy Trinity Anglican Church, Stanley Mission SK. 
Government of Saskatchewan Website 

 
 

  

Saskatchewanôs oldest 

building (1854 to 1860), 

Holy Trinity is a Canadian 

national treasure.  Glass 

for its Gothic-style 

windows was brought to 

this site by boat from 

England. Now over 150 

years old, the maintained 

windows are still in 

service.  
Award-winning stained glass artist David Johnson 

places replica window panes into a kiln, prior to 

their installation in Holy Trinity Church.  
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