
Bibliography for Grain Elevators on the Canadian Prairies 
 

Books: 
 
Anderson, Charles W.  Grain: The Entrepreneurs.  Winnipeg: Watson & Dwyer 

Publishing Ltd., 1991. 
 
Banham, Reyner.  A Concrete Atlantis:  U.S. Industrial Building and European Modern 

Architecture, 1900-1925.  Cambridge: MIT Press, 1989. 
 
Bellan, Ruben.  Winnipeg First Century: An Economic History. Winnipeg: Queenston 

House Publishing, 1978. 
 
Blanchard, J.  A History of the Canadian Grain Commission.  Ottawa: Canadian Grain 

Commission, 1987. 
 
Colquette, R.D.  The First Fifty Years: A History of United Grain Growers Limited.  

Winnipeg:  The Public Press Ltd., 1957. 
 
Cullimore, Roy.  A Survey of the Uses and Abuses of the Prairie Elevator.  Winnipeg: 

Frye Publishing, 1983. 
 
Dommasch, Hans (introduction by Brock Silversides).  Prairie Giants.  Saskatoon: 

Western Producer Prairie Books, 1986 
 
Engel, Gerrit.  Buffalo Grain Elevators.  Germany:  Verlag der Buchhandlung Walther 

Konig, 1997. 
 
Fairbairn, Garry.  From Prairie Roots: The Remarkable Story of Saskatchewan Wheat 

Pool.  Saskatoon: Western Producer Prairie Books, 1984. 
 
Flaman, Bernard.  Character and Controversy:  The Mendel Art Gallery and Modernist 

Architecture in Saskatchewan.  Saskatoon:  Mendel Art Gallery, 2004. 
 
Fowke, Vernon C.  The National Policy and the Wheat Economy.  Toronto: University of 

Toronto Press, 1957. 
 
Kalman, Harold.  A History of Canadian Architecture, Volumes 1 & 2.  Toronto: Oxford 

University Press, 1994. 
 
Keshavjee, Serena, ed.  Winnipeg Modern:  Architecture, 1945-1975.  Winnipeg:  

University of Manitoba Press, 2006. 
 
Kneen, Brewster.  Trading Up: How Cargill, the World’s Largest Grain Company, is 

Changing Canadian Agriculture.  Toronto: NC Press Ltd., 1990. 
 

 1



Knuttila, Murray.  “That Man Partridge” - E.A. Partridge, His Thoughts and Times.  
Regina: Canadian Plains Research Center, 1994. 

 
Le Corbusier.  Towards a New Architecture.  New York:  Dover Publications, 1985. 
 
Levine, Allan.  The Exchange: 100 Years of Trading Grain in Winnipeg.  Winnipeg: 

Peguis Publishers, 1987. 
 
MacGibbon, D.A.  The Canadian Grain Trade.  Toronto: Macmillan, 1932. 
 
MacGibbon, D.A.  The Canadian Grain Trade, 1931-1952.  Toronto: University of 

Toronto Press, 1952. 
 
Mahar-Keplinger, Lisa (forward by Aldo Rossi).  Grain Elevators.  New York: Princeton 

Architectural Press, 1993. 
 
McDonnell, Greg.  Wheat Kings: Vanishing Landmarks of the Canadian Prairies.  Erin, 

Ontario: Boston Mills Press, 1998. 
 
Moorhouse, Hopkins.  Deep Furrows.  Toronto: George J. McLeod Ltd. Publishers, 1918. 
 
Morgan, Dan.  Merchants of Grain.  New York: Penguin Books, 1980. 
 
Patton, Harald S.  Grain Growers’ Cooperation in Western Canada.  Cambridge: Harvard 

University Press, 1928. 
 
Rea, J.E.  T.A. Crerar: A Political Life.  Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 

1997. 
 
Ricketts, Shannon, Leslie Maitland & Jacqueline Hucker.  A Guide to Canadian 

Architectural Styles, Second Edition.  Peterborough: Broadview Press Ltd., 2004. 
 
Saskatchewan Association of Architects.  Historic Architecture in Saskatchewan.  

Regina:  Focus Publishing Ltd., 1986. 
 
Silversides, Brock.  Prairie Sentinel: The Story of the Canadian Grain Elevator.  Calgary: 

Fifth House, 1997. 
 
Stevens, G.R.  Ogilvie in Canada: Pioneer Millers, 1901-1951.  Toronto: McLaren & 

Sons Ltd., 1951. 
 
Strange, H.G.L.  A Short History of Prairie Agriculture.  Winnipeg: Searle Grain 

Company Ltd., 1954. 
 

 2

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/103-9063005-5766210?%5Fencoding=UTF8&search-type=ss&index=books&field-author=Le%20Corbusier


Stubbles, Russel L. (forward by John E. Miller).  Skyscrapers of the Prairie: South 
Dakota’s Historic Wooden Grain Elevators.  Brookings, South Dakota: Harold’s 
Printing Co., 1997. 

 
Wilson, C.F.  A Century of Canadian Grain: Government Policy to 1951.  Saskatoon: 

Western Producer Prairie Books, 1978. 
 
Wilson, Charles F.  Grain Marketing in Canada.  Winnipeg: Canadian International 

Grains Institute, 1979. 
 
 
Theses: 
 
Brennan, J. William.  “A Political History of Saskatchewan, 1905-1929.”  Ph.D. Thesis, 
University of Alberta, 1976. 
 
Irwin, Robert S.  “Farmers’ Expectations and the Saskatchewan Co-operative Elevator 

Company, 1908 to 1917.”  M.A. Thesis, University of Saskatchewan, 1988. 
 
 
Articles: 
 
Aksomitis, Linda.  “No Need for Signposts.”  Western People (Jan 27, 1994) p. 2. 
 
Anderson, Charles W.  “Grain: Pioneer Merchants Established Winnipeg As a Major 

Canadian Commercial Centre.”  The Beaver (Oct/Nov 1986) pp. 33-42. 
 
Atkinson, Ester.  “Prairie Sentinels.”  Western People (March 15, 1990) pp. 10-12. 
 
Bohi, Charles W.  “A Disappearing Architectural Heritage.”  Folklore (v.5, n.2, Spring 

1984) pp. 13-16. 
 
Brennan, Bill.  “Are Saskatchewan’s Grain Elevators Doomed to Extinction?”  Facade 

(v.6, n.3, December 1993) pp. 18-19. 
 
Brown, Bill.  “Buffalo’s Grain Elevators.”  Metropolis (v.12, n.9, May 1993) pp.33-36. 
 
Carney, George O.  “Grain Elevators in the United States and Canada:  Functional or 

Symbolic?”  Material Culture (v.27, n.1, Spring 1995) pp.1-24. 
 
Clark, W.C.  “The Country Elevator in the Canadian West.”  Bulletin of the Departments 

of History and Economic Science.  Bulletin No. 20.  Kingston: Queen’s 
University, 1916. 

 
Colin, Chris.  “Buffalo Grain Elevators Set for Demolition.”  Preservation New York 

(v.3, n.1, Winter 1994-95) pp.4. 

 3



 
“Elevators.”  The Canadian Encyclopedia.  Edmonton:  Hurtig, 1988. 
 
Epp, A. Ernest.  “The Lake of the Woods Milling Company: An Early Western Industry” 

in The Canadian West: Social Change & Economic Development, Henry C. 
Klassen, ed. (Calgary: Comprint Publishing, 1977) pp. 147-162. 

 
Everitt, John.  “A ‘Tragic Muddle’ and a ‘Cooperative Success’: An Account of Two 

Elevator Experiments in Manitoba, 1906-1928.”  Manitoba History (n.18, 
Autumn 1989), pp.12-24. 

 
Everitt, John C.  “The Borderlands and the Early Canadian Grain Trade” in Borderlands: 

Essays in Canadian-American Relations, Robert Lecker, ed. (Toronto: ECW 
Press, 1991) pp. 146-172. 

 
Everitt, John.  “The Early Development of the Flour Milling Industry on the Prairies.”  

Journal of Historical Geography (v.19, n.3, 1993) pp. 278-298. 
 
Everitt, John.  “The Line Elevator in Albert (Part One).”  Alberta History (v.40, n.4, 

Autumn 1992), pp.16-22. 
Everitt, John.  “The Line Elevator in Albert (Part Two).”  Alberta History (v.41, n.1, 

Winter 1993), pp.20-26. 
 
Everitt, John.  “The Line Elevator in Saskatchewan.”  Saskatchewan History (v.44, n.2, 

Spring 1992) pp. 41-58. 
 
Everitt, John & Donna Everitt.  “American Influences in the Canadian Grain Trade: An 

Overview.”  Bulletin of the Association of North Dakota Geographers (v.34, 
1984), pp.1-9. 

 
Everitt, John & Roberta Kempthorne.  “Flour Mills in Manitoba.”  Manitoba History 

(v.26, Autumn 1993), pp.2-11. 
 
Everitt, John & Roberta Kempthorne.  “Prairie ‘Custom’ Flour Mills” in Reflections from 

the Prairies: Geographical Essays, H. John Selwood & John C. Lehr, eds. 
(Winnipeg: University of Winnipeg, 1992) pp. 41-60. 

 
Gohlke, Frank (with concluding essay by John C. Hudson).  Measure of Emptiness: Grain 

Elevators in the American Landscape.  Baltimore:  John Hopkins University 
Press, 1992. 

 
Hall, D.J.  “The Manitoba Grain Act: An “Agrarian Magna Charta”?”  Prairie Forum 

(v.4, n.1, Spring 1979) pp. 105-120. 
 
Henderson, Bill.  “Chaff of Wheat.”  Canadian Architect (June 1997) p. 46. 
 

 4



Holdsworth, Deryck & John C. Everitt.  “Bank Branches and Elevators: Expression of 
Big Corporations in Small Prairie Towns.”  Prairie Forum (v.13, n.2, Fall 1988) 
pp. 173-190. 

 
Irwin, Robert.  “ ‘The Better Sense of the Farm Population’: The Partridge Plan and 

Grain Marketing in Saskatchewan.”  Prairie Forum (v.18, n.1, Spring 1993) pp. 
35-52. 

 
Johnson, Terry & Milne, Brian.  “Twilight of a Prairie Icon.”  Canadian Geographic 

(v.117, n.5, Sept/Oct 1997) pp. 28-37 
 
Kalman, Harold.  “This Elevator is Going Down.”  Canadian Heritage (v.10, n.1, 

Feb/Mar 1984) pp. 18-24. 
 
Lamb, John M.  “The Architecture of the Grain Trade of the Illinois and Michigan 

Canal.”  Transactions – Pioneer America Society Transactions. (v.26, 2003)  
pp.38-45. 

 
Lebastard, Henri.  “Evolution of Grain Handling: From Oxen to Semi-trailers, And What 

of the Future?”  Folklore (v.18, n.2, Spring 1997) pp. 14-15. 
 
MacArthur, Mary.  “The Climbing Museum.”  Western People (June 26, 1997) pp. 4-5. 
 
MacKenzie, Robert C.  “Prairie Grain Elevators ‘Go to Town.’”  Canadian Geographical 

Journal (v.98, n.1, Feb-March 1979), pp.52-57. 
 
McMordie, Michael.  “Grain Elevators.”  The Canadian Encyclopedia, Second Edition 

(Edmonton: Hurtig Publishers, 1988) p. 921. 
 
Morgan, E.C.  “The Bell Farm.”  Saskatchewan History (v.19, n.2, Spring 1966) pp. 41-

60. 
 
Nicholls, Jim.  “Elevating Works.”  Arcade (v.15, n.4, Summer 1997) pp.22-23. 
 
Polachic, Darlene.  “Skyscrapers for Grain.”  Western People (Jan 27, 1994) pp. 1 & 7. 
 
Pratt, Sean (story) & Michael Raine (photos).  “Elevator Ups & Downs.”  Western 

People (Jan 27, 1994) pp. 4-5. 
 
Rediger, Pat.  “Terminal.”  Saskatchewan Business (v.15, n.1, Spring 1994) pp. 10-13. 
 
Riley, Robert B.  “Grain Elevators:  Symbols of Time, Place and Honest Building.”  AIA 

Journal (v.66, n.2, November 1977), pp.50-55. 
 

 5



Roe, Keith E. & Eunice M. Roe.  “Illinois Grain Elevators in the Early Twentieth 
Century: An Era of Expansion and Experiment.”  Transactions – Pioneer America 
Society Transactions (v. 26, 2003) pp.9-19. 

 
Ross, Jane.  “Grain Elevators Going Down: Recording a Vanishing Icon.”  Legacy: 

Alberta’s Heritage Magazine (v.3, n.1, Feb-Apr 1998) pp. 28-30. 
 
Ross, Susan.  “Montreal’s Grain Elevator No. 5:  The Uncertain Fate of a Modern Icon.”  

International Working-Party for Documentation and Conservation of Buildings, 
Sites and Neighbourhoods of the Modern Movement. (v.28, March 2003) pp.32-
34. 

 
Sitwell, O.F.G.  “Why did the grain elevator become the chief symbol of the Canadian 

Prairies?”  The Albertan Geographer (v.16, 1980) pp. 3-11. 
 
Spafford, D.S.  “The Elevator Issue, the Organized Farmers and the Government, 1908-

11.”  Saskatchewan History (v.15, n.3, Autumn 1962) pp. 81-92. 
 
Spafford, D.S.  “The Origin of the Farmers’ Union of Canada.”  Saskatchewan History 

(v.18, n.3, Autumn 1965) pp. 89-98. 
 
Storey, Gary.  “Grain Elevators” in The Encyclopedia of Saskatchewan.  (Regina: 

Canadian Plains Research Center, 2005) pp.404-406. 
 
Swain, Stafford.  “Prairie Skyscrapers: Wood Crib Grain Elevators.”  Railroad Model 

Craftsman (July 1983) pp. 53-59. 
 
Thomas, Lewis H.  “A History of Agriculture on the Prairies to 1914.”  Prairie Forum 

(v.1, 1976). 
 
Thompson, Stephen A.  “Measurable progress at Atlanta Grain Elevator Rehabilitation.”  

Historic Illinois (v.19, n.5, February 1997) pp.12-13. 
 
Vervoort, Patricia.  “Industrial Building in the West: The Dominion Government 

Elevators at Saskatoon, Moose Jaw and Calgary.”  Bulletin: Society for the Study 
of Architecture in Canada (v.16, n.3, Sept 1991) pp. 60-71. 

 
Yackulic, George & Robert Tyre.  “Grain Handling: Passing of the Prairie ‘Sentinel’.”  

Western Business & Industry (v.36, n.11, Nov 1962) pp. 46-47 & 58. 
 
 
Government Documents & Unpublished Reports: 
 
A Brief Record of the History and Development of the Saskatchewan Co-operative 

Elevator Company, Limited.  Regina: Saskatchewan Co-operative Elevator 
Company Ltd., 1925. 

 6



 
Innovation Consulting Group.  A Template for Purchase of a Wood Elevator: Final 

Report.  Report prepared for Saskatchewan Agriculture and Good and 
Saskatchewan Economic and Co-operative Development, March 2001. 

 
Burke, Bob.  Historical Report on the Saskatchewan Wheat Pool Elevator #1 Bulyea, 

Saskatchewan.  Report prepared for the Heritage Branch, Saskatchewan 
Municipal Government, July 1995. 

 
Canadian Grain Commission.  Grain Elevators in Canada.  Various Years, 1916 to 1998. 
 
Cunningham, Bob.  Evolution of the Country Elevator System.  Regina: Saskatchewan 

Wheat Pool Library, Research Division, May 1984. 
 
Everitt, John.  A Study of Grain Elevators in Manitoba.  Report prepared for the Historic 

Resources Branch, Government of Manitoba, 1992. 
 
Ewart, Keith.  The Grain Elevator in Saskatchewan.  Report prepared for the 

Saskatchewan Heritage Foundation (Project No.92-06R, File No.134), February 
1994. 

 
Frame, Robert M.  Grain Elevators in Minnesota to 1945 ("National Register of Historic 

Places Multiple Property Documentation Form.").  Report prepared for the 
Minnesota Historical Society, State Historic Preservation Office, May 1990. 

 
Friesen, R.J. & Associates.  Bellis #2: The Structural History of a Country Grain 

Elevator.  Report prepared for Alberta Culture, February 1983. 
 
Friesen, Richard J.  Country Grain Elevators of Alberta: An Evaluation of the Actual and 

Potential Architectural Variety in Prairie Elevators.  Report prepared for Alberta 
Culture, October 1983. 

 
Fulton, Gordon.  Framework and Criteria for the Evaluation of Country (Primary) Grain 

Elevators.  Canadian Heritage, National Historic Sites Directorate, 1995. 
 
Larmour, Judy & Les Bergen.  Heritage Prairie Grain Elevator Project: Research Report.  

Report prepared for the Provincial Museum of Alberta, April 1998. 
 
Miller, Calvin.  Saskatchewan Grain Elevators: A Preliminary Study.  Report prepared 

for the Heritage Branch, Saskatchewan Municipal Government, the Saskatchewan 
Heritage Foundation & the Saskatchewan Architectural Heritage Society, 1997. 

 
Pedersen, Maureen.  Saskatchewan Grain Elevators: An Inventory-Based Research 

Report.  Report prepared for the Saskatchewan Heritage Foundation, September 
2000. 

 

 7



Report of the Elevator Commission of the Province of Saskatchewan.  Regina: King’s 
Printers, 1910. 

 
 
 
Internet Sources: 
 
Inglis Grain Elevators 
http://www.ingliselevators.com/ 
 
Bruce Selyem Country Grain Elevator Photographs 
http://www.grainelevatorphotos.com/ 
 
Royal Alberta Museum On-line Exhibition – Grain Elevators: Finding Our Way Home 
http://www.royalalbertamuseum.ca/vexhibit/elevator/index2.htm 
 
Alberta Grain Elevator Society 
http://www.grainelevators-alberta.ca/ 
 
Canadian Museum of Civilization – Canada Hall – “King Wheat” Exhibit  
http://www.civilization.ca/hist/phase2/mod2e.html 
 
Grain Elevator Photos by Chris Stackhouse 
http://www.chrisstackhouse.com/ 
 
The Country Grain Elevator Historical Society – Bozeman, Montana 
http://www.country-grain-elevator-historical-society.org/ 
 
Kevin Connolly’s Grain Elevator Photo Gallery 
http://www.kconnolly.ca/Elevators/ 
 
Alberta Grain Elevators by Shane Stewart 
http://stewart.railfan.net/rail/grindex.htm 
 
Canadian Prairie Sentinels Gallery by Harry Palmer 
http://www.harrypalmergallery.ab.ca/galsentplaces/galsentplaces.html 
 
Endangered Species by Lynda Swanson 
http://www.woodengrainelevators.com/ 
 
The Grain Elevators: Buffalo’s Lost History 
http://www.buffalohistoryworks.com/grain/history/history.htm 
 
The J.H. Hawed Grain Elevator Museum – Atlanta, Illinois 
http://www.haweselevator.org/hawes_home.htm 
 

 8

http://www.ingliselevators.com/
http://www.grainelevatorphotos.com/
http://www.royalalbertamuseum.ca/vexhibit/elevator/index2.htm
http://www.grainelevators-alberta.ca/
http://www.civilization.ca/hist/phase2/mod2e.html
http://www.chrisstackhouse.com/
http://www.country-grain-elevator-historical-society.org/
http://www.kconnolly.ca/Elevators/
http://stewart.railfan.net/rail/grindex.htm
http://stewart.railfan.net/rail/grindex.htm
http://www.harrypalmergallery.ab.ca/galsentplaces/galsentplaces.html
http://www.harrypalmergallery.ab.ca/galsentplaces/galsentplaces.html
http://www.woodengrainelevators.com/
http://www.woodengrainelevators.com/
http://www.buffalohistoryworks.com/grain/history/history.htm
http://www.haweselevator.org/hawes_home.htm


Saskatchewan Heritage Foundation – Saskatchewan Grain Elevator Study 
http://www.cyr.gov.sk.ca/Default.aspx?DN=b55ce61c-08bd-4dd6-b9f5-ab0820848e94 
 
Nanton and District Grain Elevator Historic and Cultural Society 
http://www.nantonelevators.com/ 
 
Jim Pearson’s Vanishing Sentinels 
http://web.mac.com/difdbs/iWeb/Vanishing%20Sentinels/Home.html 
 
Jim Pearson's Blog  
http://www.vanishingsentinels.blogspot.com/ 
 
Grainelevators.ca by Chris Attrell – Shaunavon, Saskatchewan 
http://grainelevators.ca/ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 9

http://www.cyr.gov.sk.ca/Default.aspx?DN=b55ce61c-08bd-4dd6-b9f5-ab0820848e94
http://www.nantonelevators.com/
http://web.mac.com/difdbs/iWeb/Vanishing%20Sentinels/Home.html
http://www.vanishingsentinels.blogspot.com/
http://grainelevators.ca/

	Books:
	Theses:
	Articles:
	Government Documents & Unpublished Reports:

